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Look...Up In The Sky!

The Goodyear Blimp, one of America’s best-known corporate symbols, dates back to
1925, when the company launched its first public relations airship, called the Pilgrim.
Goodyear has built more than 300 since then, including several used for aerial surveil-
lance during World War II.

Today, the company operates three blimps: the Spirit of Goodyear, based in Akron,
Ohio; the Spirit of America, based in Carson, California; and the Stars & Stripes, in
Pompano Beach, Florida. They travel more than 100,000 miles across the country
every year to promote the tire and rubber company. Using special TV equipment, they
provide aerial views of the Olympics, the Super Bowl, the World Series, the Kentucky
Derby, the Indianapolis 500, the America’s Cup yacht races, the U.S. Open and the
PGA golf tournaments, as well as other sporting events.

Each blimp is 192 feet long, 59.5 feet tall, 50 feet wide and filled with helium. One
story of how the airships came to be known as “blimps” cites Lt. A. D. Cunningham,
who commanded the air station at Capel, England, during World War I. He supposedly
flicked his thumb on the surface of a British airship, and jokingly described the noise it
made as “blimp!”

On The One Hand...

Left-handed men, often seen as having an advantage over right-handed counterparts
in sports like tennis, also enjoy much better paydays, a new study says. Left-handed
men with at least some college education earned 15% more than similarly educated
right-handers, while those who finished college earned about 26% more, writes Chris-
topher S. Ruebeck of Lafayette College, and Joseph Harrington and Robert Moffitt of
Johns Hopkins University, in a paper published by the National Bureau of Economic
Research.

There are “several suggestive and economically and statistically significant results that
suggest further support for the notion that handedness matters,” they write. “We do not
have a theory that reconciles all of these findings.”

The researchers did not find a similar effect among women.

The data used for the study were hourly earnings taken from the National Longitu-
dinal Survey of Youth, a set of surveys including individuals aged 14-21 in 1979 who
were interviewed every year until 1994 and every other year thereafter.

—from Reuters

Chilling Facts

Here are some cold facts from the National Weather Service:

* Rochester, N.Y., the snowiest large city in the United States, averages 94 inches of
snowfall a year. Buffalo, N.Y., is a close second with 91 inches.

* On average, 105 snow storms hit the conti- g gmmem B
nental U.S. every year. :

* Nationwide, the average snowfall per day
when snow does fall is about two inches.

* In the western states, mountain snow pack
contributes up to 75% of the year-round
water supply.

* Snow is an excellent insulator. Ten inches of
fresh snow will do the job of a six-inch layer
of fiberglass.

¢ Almost every location in the United States sees snow at some time or other. Even
portions of southern Florida have had a few flurries.

Red Light,
Green Light

A man who said he bought a device
that let him change traffic lights from red
to green has received a $50 ticket on sus-
picion of interfering with a traffic signal.
Jason Niccum of Longmont, Colorado,
told the Daily Times-Call that the de-
vice, which he bought on eBay for $100,
helped him cut his time driving to work.

“I guess in the two years I had it, that
thing paid for itself,” he told the news- ,
paper. Niccum was cited after police said
they found him using a strobe-like device
to change traffic signals. “I'm always
running late,” police quoted Niccum as
saying in an incident report.

The device, called an Opticon, is
similar to what firefighters use to change
lights when they respond to emergencies.
It emits an infrared pulse that receiv-
ers on the traffic lights pick up. Niccum
was cited after city traffic engineers, who
noticed repeated traffic light disruptions
on certain intersections, spotted a white
Ford pickup passing by whenever the light
patterns were disrupted.

City traffic engineer Joe Olson said
traffic engineers plan to update the city’s
Opticon system this year to block unau-
thorized light-changing signals.

—from Associated Press




Test Your Trivial
Knowledge

1) Pewter is an alloy consisting primarily
of what metal?
a) copper
b) lead
) tin
d) silver

2) On TV’s “The Addams Family,”
daughter Wednesday owned a doll
modeled after what historical figure?

a) Lizzie Borden

b) Mata Hari

c) Marie Antoinette
d) Eva Braun

3) The Rio Grande empties into what
body of water?
a) Pacific Ocean
b) Mississippi River
¢) Gulf of Mexico
d) Adantic Ocean

4) Which of the following DC Comics
characters owes his or her powers to a
special ring?

a) Batman

b) The Flash

¢) Green Lantern
d) Wonder Woman

—from mental_floss
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No More Passwords?

According to Seth Stevenson in Fortune Small Business magazine, passwords might
become a thing of the past. Why? Stevenson says there are lots of problems with pass-
words. Experts say that some are so simple it’s easy for others to figure them out. Lots of
people use the word “password” as their password, for instance. Some people post their
passwords on notes and stick them close to their computers. And when people try to
make up more complicated passwords, they sometimes forget them.

Enter Passfaces, an Annapolis, Md., software firm that says it has the solution.
Passfaces says it banks on the human talent of remembering faces. The software assigns
a user five faces to remember. (The faces are those of university students in Britain.)
When you log on to your computer, you will see nine images in three different grids.
One of your faces will be in each grid, and you identify them. It’s hard to tell other
people which faces would be yours, and so it limits others who might access the system
through your passage. The software costs about $8 per person per 100-person office and
is reportedly extremely user friendly. Some experts are concerned that programs meant
to capture keystrokes would be able to access and record Passface images, and, of course,
this type of system won’t work for vision-impaired people or those who suffer from
prosopagnosia, the inability to recognize a face.

Leading With Honor

Lao Tzu once said, “Fail to honor people, they fail to honor you. But of a good
leader, who talks little, when his work is done, his aim fulfilled, they will all say, “We did
this ourselves.”

But just how do you honor people? A good leader listens to the people who work for
him or her. And good leaders take what the people are telling them seriously. If workers
come up with good ideas, good leaders use their power to implement the suggestion—
and then they give credit to the person whose idea it was. Good leaders take the blame
themselves when mistakes are made, but they pass out praise and credit when something
is achieved and give the credit to the people who work for them.

Follow this small bit of wisdom, and you’ll likely find that you have loyal workers
who truly honor you and will probably be willing to go to the ends of the Earth for you,
because it’s a sad fact that few leaders understand this important principle.

Press 1 To Get Really Angry

To avoid getting stuck in voice mail’s menu option hell, check out wwuw.gethuman.com.
There you'll find the secret phone numbers and/or key pad codes for more than 400
companies that will connect you directly to a live person, rather than a recorded mes-
sage. We realize, of course, that doesn't guarantee good customer service, but at least

you'll have the satisfaction of screaming at a real person—perhaps one who even speaks

English!
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